
kerbau

Date built.
1898

Builder.
Thomas bantock

Type

bcn joey boat 

Length

40ft

Freight carrying in and around birmingham was a very 

different affair to most of the rest of the system, 
with the coalfields and industry in a localised area 

many goods were transported by a tug pulling a 

train of boats known as joeys or day boats  so,  

called because they were only used in daytime and no 

family lived aboard  .
Made in their hundreds  the techniques used for,  

building these boats were more crude than long 

distance family boats but some builders  like thomas,  

bantock  still managed to keep a finesse to their,  

hulls and they are quire distinctive.
Often dating from the mid 1800's these hulls survived 

well despite their rough treatment and often carry 

numerous patches and repairs.

When pleasure boating started to take off in the 

1960 s many day boats were cut down to make smaller'  

cruisers  kerbau is quite a rare example  shortened in. ,  

the 1950 s by the harris brothers of netherton who'  

famously refused to weld their boats  relying instead,  

on the traditional method of hot rivetting  its,  

conversion to a pleasure boat is now historic in its 

own right.


